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BEnGALI. 
Weekly. 


‘“‘ Banganivasi’ ... 

‘“ Bangavasi’ . ... 

“ Hitaishi ”’ ove 
“Hitavadi’  ... 

“ Mihir-o-Sudhakar ”’ 
‘‘Navayuga’  ... 
‘‘Sahachar’’ sg. 
“Samay ” eee 
‘“Sanjivani’  .«. 
‘‘Som Prakash ” 


Daily. 


‘¢ Dainik-o-Samachar 
drika.”’ 
‘¢Samvad Prabhakar” 


‘‘Sulabh Dainik”’ 
Hinpt. 
Weekly. 
‘¢ Bharat Mitra’ 
“Hindi Bangavasi’”’ 


| Daily. 


— 


PERSIAN. 
Weekly. 

“* Hublul Mateen ”’ 

Urvv. 


Weekly, 
Guide.” 
BENGALI. 


Fortnightly. 
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Weekly, 
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Monthly. 
‘*Ghosak ” ius 
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**Chinsura Vartavaha’”’ 
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‘Banga Vidya Prakashika” 


Chan- 


“ Samvad Purnachandrodaya’ 


‘ Darussaltanat and Urdu 


|General and Gauhariasfi” 


CaLCUTTA. 


Calcutta 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto: 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Bourpwan Division. 


Bankura 
Ulubaria 


Burdwan 


Chinsura 


Hooghly 


Presipency Drvisron. 


: Khulna 


About 600 
8,000 
8,000 

800 


About 3850 


About 


310 
$30 


450 


700° 


250 
650 


1,146 


350 


26th July, 1896. 
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24th 
26th 
26th 
22nd 
24th 
26th 
27th 


19th, 22nd to 27th, 29th, 
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26th, 27th, 29th and 30th 
July, 1896. 

24th and 30th July, 1896. 


24th, 25th and 27th to 
80th July, 1896. 


24th, 26th and 27th to 
29th July, 1896. 


24th 


ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


23rd July, 1896. 
27th July, 1896. 


20th July, 1896. 


23rd July, 1896, 


ditto. 


21st July, 1896. 
26th _ ditto. 


24th ditto. 
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Reported Dates 
Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. number of and pnd ony ye REMARKS. 
subscribers, week, 

BENGALI. | 

Weekly. 
1 |‘ Murshidabad Hitaishi’’ .,. | Murshidabad pee $26 | 22nd July, 1896. 
2 |“ Murshidabad Pratinidhi” | Berhampore coe 200 
3 vi Pratikar eee eee Ditto oo9 603 24th ditto. 

Urtya. 
Orrssa Divisron. 

Monthly. 
1 | “* Brahma ” ... | Cuttack ia 160 
9 | “Indradhanu” ww. | Ditto sin sesees 
3 sie Shikshabandhu es eee Ditto eee oo: eee : 
4 | ‘‘Utkalprabha” ... | Mayurbhunj ie eeseee ses oe Only six copies have 


been issued since 
the paper was re- 
vived in January 
1894. Some 200 
copies of each issue 
are said to have 
ae been circulated, but 

eekly. no subscribers have 


| been registered. 
‘‘Sambalpur Hitaishini’’ ...| Bamra in the Central coveee 


core This paper is said to 
Provinces. | have some circula- 
 Samvad Vahika ”’ .» | Balasore ses 190 tion in the Division, 


but the number of 
subscribers could 


‘“ Uriya and Navasamvad”...| Ditto os 309 not be ascertained. 
“ Utkal Dipika” »- | Cuttack ii 480 
Hinpt. 
Patna Division. 
Monthly. 
‘“‘ Bihar Bandhu” ee. | Bankipur wis 600 
Weekly. ! 
‘“ Aryavarta’’ ... »». | Dinapur on 1,000 
Urnvv. 
| Weekly. 
‘ Akhbar-i-Al Punch” ». | Bankipur ie 600 ee Temporarily discon- 
‘Gaya Puoch”’... oe. | Gaya cle 400 | 20th July, 1896. tinued from 16th 
| May, 1896. 
BENGALI. 
Weekly. RassHanr Division. 
‘ Hindu Ranjika”’ ee. | Boalia, Rajshahi _,,, 195 | 22nd July, 1896. 
“ Rangpur Dikprakash’’ ...| Kakina, Rangpur... 180 | 
Hinp1. 
Monthly. 
‘¢ Darjeeling Mission ke Masik| Darjeeling sins 600 seveee It is said that 650 


Samachar Patrika.” | copies of the paper 


are printed each 
| month. Out of this 


BENGALI. number 160 copies 

are distributed 

Fortnightly. Dacca Division. among the subscri- 

bers, and the rest 

“ Kasipur Nivasi”’ »». | Kasipur, Barisal __... 244 sold to the public at 
| three pies per copy. 
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Reported Dates of papers received 
No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication, fs com ied and ee om for the REMARKS, 

Weekly. 

1 | “Charn Mihir” ... | Mymensingh a 900 | 20th July, 1896. 

2 |“ Dacca Prakash ” ... | Dacca des 2,400 

$ | “Saraswat Patra’ a) rn ... |About 440 | 26th = ditto. 

4 |“ Vikrampur” ... ... | Lauhajangha, Dacca... 240 | 28rd _— ditto. 

ENGLISH AND BENGALI. 

Weekly. 

1 | “ Dacca Gazette”’ ve. | Dacca she 500 | 27th July, 1896. 

| BENGALI. Cuittacone Division. 
Fortnightly. 

1 |“ Tripura Prakash .. | Comilla és 700 
Weekly. 

1 |“Sansodhini” ... ... | Chittagong us 120 
BENGALI. 

Fortnightly. Assam. 
1 | “ Paridarshak-o-Srihattavasi’ | Sylhet co obese Asharh, 2nd fortnight, 
| 1303 B.S. 
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I.—ForEIGN Pouitics, 


Tue Sahachar of the 22nd July is of opinion that the Government of India’s 


._, despatch on the Suakin question is an excellent 
m4 hoe am of India's piece of statesmanship. Let Lord George Hamilton 


say what he may, the arguments put forward in 
the despatch are unanswerable. : 


II.— Home ADMINISTRATION, 


(a)— Police. 


2. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 20th July complains that 
Wicked characters in the Kishor. there are 20 to 25 Musalman badmashes at Khagol, 
ganj subdivision of the Mymen- Bhitadia and other villages near Achamita in the 
— Kishorganj subdivision of the Mymensingh district. 
The son and grandson of a notorious dacoit of those parts assault people on the 
public road, and turn cattle loose on corn-fields. Lately they chased one Haribal 
Singh, of Baniagram, who saved himself from thrashing by taking shelter in the 
house of Babu Kalikisor Roy, of Achamita. The ruffians had the impudence 
to request Babu Kalikisor to give the poor man over to their fury. But their 
request was not complied with. 

Five or six days ago they beat Waid Ali, of Bhitadia, and his brother in 
their own house for having remonstrated with them for having turned cattle 
loose on their field. 

3. The Murshidabad Hitatshi of the 22nd July complains that thefts are 
daily on the increase in Berhampore. Reports of 
thefts are received every day. The constables are 
not to blame for this, for the beat of each is so large that when he is at one 
extremity of it, he can know nothing of what is taking place at the other. 

4. A correspondent of the same paper brings the following charges against 

The Sub-Inspector of the Suja- the Sub Inspector of the Sujaganj thana in the 
anj thana in the Murshidabad Murshidabad district. The Sub-Inspector is in the 
— habit of foully abusing the constables and chaukidars 

under him. The writer-constable complained to the District Superintendent of 
Police that the Sub-Inspector had abused him foully for no offence, and named 
several witnesses. After examining some of those witnesses, the Police Superin- 
tendent warned the SubeInspector. Babu chaukidar also made two similar 
complaints, for which warnings were given. The Sub-Inspector has now begun 
to oppress the constables who deposed against him. On the night of the very 
day he deposed against the Sub-Inspector, the constable, Gajadhar Singh, was 
unnecessarily sent to the Inspector at Lalbagh. 

The Sub-Inspector keeps no groom, although he receives a horse allowance 
of Rs. 15 per month. A constable named Annada Biswas grooms his horse. 

5. The Hitavadi of the 24th July gives the case instituted by the amin of 

il eens Mr. Shirreff indigo-planter, against Meher peon and 
several others in the Court of the Joint-Magistrate 
of Jhenida, and says that they know little of the country who say that indigo 
oppression is a thing of the per A mistake like this is possible only in one 
who has never gone out of Calcutta. Not to go far from Calcutta, even in 
Jessore and Nadia the raiyats are ground down by indigo oppression. Most 
indigo-planters have an impression that indigo cultivation cannot be carried on 
without zu/m, and they and their men therefore oppeane the raiyats in various 
ways; andas Government takes care to place English officers in charge of indigo 
subdivisions, the raiyats can obtain no redress. Who shall say how many houses 
are even now being rendered desolate by indigo oppression, and how many 
innocent people are even now sent to jail by the machinations of indigo- 
planters ? | 
- -6, The same paper learns from a correspondent that the main gate of 

Polico arrangements on the the Monghyr Fort as well as the public roads were 
occasion of the  Lieutenant- blocked up by the police for two ie without any 
Governor's visit te Moognye. previous notice on the occasion of the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s visit. Nothing like this was ever befure done in Monghyr, and 
it proved a source of serious inconvenience to the public, as the courts and 
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the publie bathing place are situate within the Fort, and as one has to make 
a circuit of half a mile in order to get in by any other gate. Many respectable 
men and women were rudely repulsed from the gate by the police, and those 
who ventured to remonstrate were insulted. _ ae 

Mr. Cox, the District Superintendent, dispersed the peaceful crowd which 
had assembled to see their Queen’s representative, riding furiously among them 
and throwing and hurting adults as well as children in the act. 

7, A correspondent of the same paper complains that Babu Bhairab 
Chandra Palit, Sub-Registrar of Kalna in the 
Burdwan district, who is more than sixty years old, 
attempted violence, on the 7 th July last, upon an 
elderly female living next door to his office, A relative of the woman, a 
econfectioner, laid an information before the police, whereupon the police 
commenced an investigation, and obtained sufficient evidence of the Sub- 
Registrar’s guilt. But some people took pity on the old man who, it is said, 
expressed a desire to commit suicide. They persuaded the confectioner by 
hard entreaty to submit a petition asking for permission to withdraw the case, 
and in order to prevent him from denying the authorship of the petition 
obtained several signatures to it. On receiving this petition, the police did 
nothing more in the matter. The case was clearly one under section 451 of 
the Indian Penal Code, and was not therefore compoundable under the law. 
Again a case like this against a Sub-Registrar, before whom women of all 
classes have to appear on business, ought not to be hushed up in this way. 

8. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 25th July says that Jadav Babu, the 
District Superintendent of Police, Malda, is perse- 
cuting the Musalmans, and, if not checked by the 
Magistrate, will carry out his threat about abolish- 
ing cow-slaughter from Malda. 

It is not unreasonable to conclude that the intention of the Musalmans 
to sacrifice a cow at the time of the Muharram, a mournful and not a joyous 
occasion, must have been owing simply to mental perversity. But it is not 
infrequent for ignorant and low class hed rae to make such vows, and it 
was in pursuance of this practice that Doma proposed to sacrifice a cow on 
the occasion of the Muharram. Doma wanted to make the sacrifice at Gadai’s 
astana—a quarter not inhabited by Hindus. It is not therefore likely that the 
Hindus can have become excited onthat account. As a matter of fact, the 
Hindus joined the ¢azia procession, and the Deputy Magistrate, Mr. Abdul Huq, 
could not find any sign of ill-feeling. It was the District Superintendent of 
Police who instigated the Hindus to complain against the Musalmans, and when 
they refused to do so, himself instituted proceedings against the latter. He is 
still instigating the Hindus at Old Malda. 

What ill-feeling Jadav Babu, the Sub-Inspector of Police of Old Malda, 
entertains against Musalmans will appear from the incident described below :— 
The Sub-Inspector had a quarrel with a subordinate Musalman constable, so 
when the District Superintendent of Police came to the thana, he reported that 
the constable had instigated the Musalmans to offer a cow-sacrifice, whereupon 
the District Superintendent at once suspended the poor man and directed his 
prosecution. Who shall say how many poor Musalmans will have to suffer on 
account of anger and ill-feeling of the District Superintendent ? 

Hindus and Musalmans long lived in peace and harmony at Old Malda. 
The little breach that occurred at the time of the Bakr-[d was soon healed, and 
the Hindus lopped roadside trees of their own accord for fazias to pass. 
Quarrels between them date from the posting of Jadav Babuto the Malda 
thana as Sub-Inspector; and the ill-feeling threatens to become deep rooted, now 
ae Babu Jadav Chandra Dev has been appointed District Superintendent of 

olice. 


It is popes that the Magistrate will save the Musalmans of Malda, who are 
poor and helpless and have none to put in a good word for them. 

9. A correspondent of the Sanjivani of the 25th July makes a complaint in 

The last police Sub-Inspectorship C°MeCtion with the last subordinate Police Service 

Examination. examination, The following sum occurs in the 


second question in the Calcutta University examina- 
tion a er @) > e ° re) ° e . , f y oe 
paper on mathematics for 1885 :—_"2 Conon) + x2 ~6dIn =the paper 10 the 


The police in a case against a 
Sub-Registrar. 


The police in the Hindu-Musal- 
man quarrel in Old Malda. 
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subordinate Police Service examination this sum is by mistake given as follows :— 
18. of ay > ~=—«sAt is to be hoped that the examiner in allotting marks for 


oS a 
this question will not consult the book from which the question has been set 
for its answer. : 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


10. In reference to the charge of rape which has been brought by Kamaran- 
nessa against the Police Sub-Inspector of J amalpur 
in the Mymensingh district, the Charu Mihir of the 
20th July says that, on the 11th July last, after 
the Deputy Magistrate had taken the depositions of the witnesses for the 
prosecution, it became known to the public at 5 o’clock that an order had 
arrived from the Inspector-General of Police, requiring the Police Inspector of 
the place to investigate the case. The same day summonses were issued by the 
Inspector against the prosecutrix and her witnesses, who made their appearance 
before him the next day. They waited at the thana for the whole of that day, 
but the Inspector did nothing but asked the prosecutrix a few questions. The 
were required to attend again the da following. They did so, and waite 
at the thana from 11 a.M. to 7-80 p.m. ‘That day also the Inspector dismissed 
them after having put a few questions to one or two witnesses, and told them to 
come again, The badges and puggrees of the two chaukidars were also taken 
from them. The Inspector bullied the witnesses, and sent away a mukhtar 
who wanted to watch on behalf of the prosecutrix. The public do not expect 
a proper investigation by the Jamalpur Police. Nor do they see the mse 
of an investigation by a Police Inspector when the Deputy Magistrate himse 
is making one. A police investigation will only lead the witnesses to take up 
a hostile attitude towards the prosecutrix. Already it is reported some of them 
have turned against her. In fact, the way in which the case is being’ conducted 
will leave a doubt in the public mind about the accused’s innocence, even if 
he succeeds in proving it before a Court. The complainant’s request that Babus 
Harendra Chandra Talukdar and Jagat Chandra Datta, who were present in Court, 
might be examined was not granted, but the Deputy Magistrate ordered summonses 
to be issued against them. It is difficult t@-nnderstand the meaning of this 
proceeding. The Deputy Magistrate ought ‘hot to have tried the case at all, 
especially when the complainant said that she did not exp:ct justice at his hands. 

A correspondent says that the appearance of a short account of this case 
in the Hast newspaper of Dacca and in some others a few days after its institu- 
tion so enraged the Deputy Magistrate that on taking his seat in court on the 
7th July last he delivered himself to the following effect :—‘‘ Some of you 
must havo written inthe Las¢ newspaper. I have readthat. Why do you write 
such things? Does one become a great newspaper correspondent by writing 
a few lines in a newspaper and making false insinuations and false statements ? 
Police ofticers do not fear such writing, nor does a Deputy Magistrate either. 
Do you not yourselves do worse things than the Police officers do? I know you 
give protection in your houses to women who are connected with cases under 
section 498 of the Penal Code and commit adultery with them. I know every- 
thing. I have studied your private life.” The next day he levelled a shower 
of abuse against the mukhtars’ muharrirs, not hesitating to call them rakes 
and badmashes. | 

11. The same paper says that under Babu Krishna Kisor Basak, sheristadar 
of the Mymensingh judge’s court, apprentices are 
admitted in violation of the rules of Government, 
and little regard is paid to seniority in awarding 
promotion. Not one of the apprentices who have been admitted for some time 

ast has passed the Entrance examination, and the following examples will show 
we claims based on seniority are disregarded :— 

Babu Isvar Chandra Datta was appointed a Civil Court amin in Januar 
1892. He has now been appointed nazir of the Sherpur Munsifi over the heads 
of able amla of long standing. He is innocent of English and is without any 
experience of office work. As under the new rules all books must be kept in 
English, little help in office work is to be expected from him. But though 
appointed nazir he is still performing the duties of an amin, and Babu Rasik 
Ranjan Ghosh was appointed in November 1894 to officiate for him in his new 


The rape case in Jamalpur in 
the Mymensingh district. 


Jobberies in Civil Court appoint- 
ments in the Mymensingh district. 
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post. Babu Rasik Ranjan has now been permanently appointed a8 nazir of 
the Iswarganj Munsifi, being promoted over the heads of many senior officers 
of the grade he has just left, and notably over that of Babu Umes Chandra 
Guha, who is his senior by six years an who had been officiating &8 Nazir 
for a year anda half. It is hoped that the new Judge, Mr. Lee, will enquire 
into these matters. 
12. Avcorrespondent of the same paper says that the conduct of cases 
before Magistrates on tour in the mufassal is yer 
expensive, because mukhtars extort feeding and 
travelling charges in addition to their regular fees. Many are therefore unable 
to proceed with their cases. 
13. The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 22nd July considers it unjust that 
those from whom road cess 1s wrongly realised hb 
the certificate process, and who obtain a refund of 
the demand on se an objection, are allowed no 
costs, although they have to pay court-fees and engage pleaders or mukhtars, 
This practice is opposed to the practice in the Civil Courts where Government is 
compelled to pay costs if defeated in a suit, 
14. The Bharat Mitra of the 23rd July says that the practice of bribe- 


taking by the am/a of the Calcutta Small Cause 
Bribery in the Calcutta Small Court seriously inconveniences suitors. ‘The cashier 
Te does not take a deposit of money unless somethin 
is given him in the shape of a bribe. Any one refusing to comply with that 
officer’s demand fails to deposit his dues in Court in proper time, and has con- 
sequently to take the penalty which the law provides for such default. The 
peons of the Court also do not serve summonses and other processes in due 
time unless the interested party agrees to bribe them. 
15. A correspondent of the Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 23rd 


a July cannot help wondering at the rules for the 

Qualification for the Mukhtar- Wykhtarship Examination under which minor and 
ship Examination. , 

vernacular scholars are allowed to go up for the 

examination, but those whose acquirements are almost equal to or greater than 

those of the former are denied permission to appear. When minor and ver- 


Trial of cases during tout 


Costs of parties opposing road 
cess demands. 


nacular scholars, whose proficiency does not pesege them for re gpl classes 


than the 8rd and 5th classes respectively of an Entrance school, are held 
eligible for the Mukhtarship Examination, the 3rd and 2nd class students of an 
Entrance school, and even those who have read up to the Ist class, or have got 
plucked in the Entrance examination, ought, as a matter of right, to be held 
eligible for the same. 

It is to be hoped that the Calcutta High Court as well as the higher 
authorities will direct their attention to the matter, and be pleased to reconsider 
the rules under which the Mukhtarship Examination is conducted. 


16. The HMitavadi of the 24th July says that Mr. Monmohan Ghosh has 

Mr. Monmohan Ghosh’s books ®82!m earned the gratitude of the public by pub- 
on the separation of the executive lishing two more books on the subject of the evils 
and judicial functions. resulting from the union of the executive and judi- 
cial functions in one and the same officer. One of these gives the epinions 
expressed by different executive and judicial authorities in India between 1793 
and 1873 in favour of a separation of the two functions, and the other illustrates 
the evils of the union of the two functions by twenty cases in which Mr. Ghosh 
was personally engaged. Mr. Ghosh has succeeded in showing that the weight 
of opinion in favour of a separation of the functions was considerable even 
between 1860 and 1870. The injustice which Mr. Ghosh has shown to have 
resulted from the union of the two functions in the twenty cases referred to 
by him is, it should be remembered, but an infinitesimal part of the whole 
amount of injustice that results from the system, for few in this country venture 


to dispute the justice of executive action in the law courts, and fewer still can 
avail themselves of the professional 


services of a lawyer of Mr. Ghosh’s 
eer. oy a perusal of the proceedings in even one of these twenty cases 
will be enough to surprise and disgust any genuine Englishman; such is the 
exam i. of pe ngewe that every one of them affords. 

en we ha 


ened t . | : ; 
as a member of as Wiis tn Sir Alexander Mackenzie some time ago 


he (ndian Association, we heard him 
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‘ 


say that the injustice which sometimes resulted from the union of the two 
functions was due entirely to the inexperience of young officers. We remarked 
at the time that this observation was itself a proof of inexperience. The 
officers concerned in the twenty cases, referred to by Mr. Ghosh, were almost 


all elderly and experienced officers. A perusal of Mr. Ghosh’s book can there- - 


fore leave no doubt in a thoughtful mind that the evils of the system are 
incident to the system itself. 

It is desirable that Mr. Ghosh’s books should have a wide circulation both 
here and in England. 

17.. The same paper says that Mr. Morshead has stopped the pay of the 
amla of all the Criminal Courts in Manbhum, 
because some papers were lost from the Court of 
the local Deputy Magistrate, Babu Nabin Krishna 
Banerji. Will the Lieutenant-Governor say whether he considers it just to 
punish the amla of all the Courts in a place for the fault of only one among 
them ? 

18. The same paper says that a case of grievous hurt, like that which 
Mr. Scott, of Messrs. Finlay, Muir and Company, 
inflicted on a durwan of that Company, is not com- 
poundable under the law, except with the permission of the Court. The case 
is said to have been compounded. A Court abuses its powers which allows a 
case like this to be so easily compounded. 

19. A correspondent of the Sanjivanit of the 25th July complains that 
all the twenty-three Uriya candidates who ap- 
peared inthe last Mukhtarship Examination have 
been plucked. ‘These candidates have been appear- 
ing in the examination for the last three years or more, and it isa great 
hardship to them to fail in the examination after being put to a heavy expense 
and great trouble. The greatest obstacle that appears to stand in the way of 
the Uriya candidates is that the examiners are not generally acquainted with 
the Uriya language in which their papers are written. The consequence is 
that the papers of the Uriya candidates are not properly examined. Formerly 
it was the practice to have these Uriya papers translated into Bengali before 
they were examined. And if that practice is renewed, the Uriya candidates 
may have some chance of passing. The plucked Uriya candidates have applied 


for the re-examination of their papers, but no reply to their application seems 
to he forthcoming. 


A fresh vagary of Mr. Morshead’s. 


Tho shooting case in Calcutta. 


The Uriya candidates in the 
last Mukhtarshp Examination. 


(d@)—Education. 


20. The Darussalianat and Urdu Guide of the 23rd July has gone 
Hs through the Urdu edition of the History of India 
— — by Abdul Karim, Assistant Inspector of Schools 
for Muhammadan education. Although the writer 
has, in common with the non-Muhammadan writers of Indian History, refrained 
from dealing with many historical points which are generally omitted in a work 
of this nature, he has vividly described all the social, political and military 
reforms which the several rulers of the Indian empire introduced durin 
their rule. The work boldly defends Aurangzeb, whom Sir William Hunter 
characterises as a cruel despot, and as an Emperor devoid of political genius. 
The work is worth reading and will serve as a capital text-book for Indian 
schools. 
21, 


History of 


The Hitavadi of the 24th July says that it is for the public to judge of 

the spirit of Government’s replies to Babu Madhusu-. 

Me. Hellwerd. dan Das’s interpellations relating to Mr. Hallward. 

It is no new thing with Government to try to screen the favoured officer, whose 

conduct it is impossible to defend by snubbing the interpellator, who calls his 
conduct into question. 

The tenor of Government’s replies seems to be that it holds Mr. Hallward’s 
predecessor responsible for the decline of the Ravenshaw College. But did the 
Commissioner of the Orissa Division record so unfavourable an opinion of 
Mr. Hallward’s predecessor’s management as he has done of Mr. Hallward’s ? 
Does the Government mean to say that the Commissioner was actuated by 
malice in speaking unfavourably of Mr, Hallward’s management of the College ? 
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Admitting that the majority of the candidates are plucked in English, 
the proportion of candidates plucked in that subject is greater in the case 
of the Ravenshaw College than in that of any other. Mr. Hallward teaches 
only English, and unlike his predecessor he teaches it only in the B.A. class. 
Government says that he has opened an M.A. class. But has Government 
enquired how many students there are in that class, and how many hours have 
to be devoted to its teaching ? me : 

Mr. Hallward deserves to be censured both for his inefficiency as a teacher 
and for his harsh treatment of the students. Mr. Hallward has _set at naught 
the rules of the Director of Public Instruction regarding the infliction of fines, 
and has conducted himself haughtily at every step. Are these the qualities 
for which Government has brought him into the Presidency College? Boys 
form their character after the example which is set before them by their 
teachers. Government dislikes impertinence in students. How would it like 
those students who will have formed their character on the model of that of 
Mr. Hallward? nee 

22, The same paper says that there is arule of the University that no 

| person should be appointed to set papers in any 

Some objectionable appomtments  ¢xamination on a subject which he teaches to the 

pasa ts intending candidates for that examination; but this 

rule has been violated by the appointment of Messrs. Little and Kiichler and 
Babu Nilmani Mukharji to set papers in the M.A. examination. 

23. The same paper says that Government has entitled itself to the 
gratitude of the public by determining to depute 
Mr. Jagadis Chandra Bose to England to study 
laboratory arrangements there with a view to their adoption in the Presidency 
College. But justice requires that a meritorious and energetic teacher like 
Mr. Bose should receive very much more promotion in the service than he has 
yet done. It is hoped that Government will reconsider his case, 

24. The Sanjvani of the 25th July has the following :— 

We are, indeed, very fortunate in having Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie for our Lieutenant-Governor. 
We have never seen a more sympathetic and kind- 
hearted ruler after Lord Ripon. Almost the first thing that the Lieutenant- 
Governor has done is to increase the annual educational allotment in the 
Provincial budget by one lakh and sixty-three thousand rupees. With this 
additional grant, Sir Alfred Croft may, if he is so disposed, introduce many 
desirable reforms into the Education Department. During Sir Charles Elliott’s 
rule, the Education Departments was, so to speak, starved, and the Director of 
Public Instruction was compelled to put off the introduction of many pressing 
reforms. ‘T’he time has now come when he can give effect to many of his con- 
templated measures of reform, and the sooner he does this, the better. Sir 
Alfred, we understand, is soon going to retire, and this is precisely the time when 
he should earn the gratitude of the people by introducing reforms into the 
Department, over which he has so long exercised his control. We venture, 
therefore, to suggest a few desirable reforms, and we hope that they will receive 
due consideration at the hands of Sir Alfred Croft :— 

(1) There are districts in which the schools are too many for the Inspectors. 
The Government should ask the Boards in these districts to increase the 

strength of the inspecting staff. The District Boards should of course be 
supplied with adequate funds to meet the additional expenditure most likely to 
be thereby incurred. 

(2) The revenue from ferries and pounds which the District Boards have 
at present at their disposal for the purpose of promoting district education 1s 
every year showing a marked diminution. The District Boards are thus obliged 
from year to year to reduce their educational erant. The Government has 
promised to transfer to the District Boards the management of ferries at present 
under its control. The District Boards should be required to spend on educa- 
ee at og Ss reasonable portion of the revenue to be derived from these ferries. 
was dicely under: the contr yeame into existence, and district eduaton 

middle English and middle atieaanee ce ‘y ro penis en peer 
monthly grants of Rs. 10, Rs, 90 r schools used to be favoured wl 
» KS, <0 and Rs, 25. At present the resources of the 


Mr. Jagadis Chandra Bose. 


The Bengal Education Depart- 
ment. 
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District Boards are so small that, far from aiding new schools, they are sometimes 
compelled, as in Murshidabad, to stop the grants to many aided schools. The 
field of education is thus narrowed iusteud of being extended. This is not 
certainly desirable. The District Boards should always provide some thing in 
their budgets for the purpose of aiding new schools. A portion of the fe 
revenue which the Government is about to transfer to the District Boards should 
be spent pony in increasing the number of inspecting officers and partly in 
aiding new schools. 

(3) Formerly Sp Pep nee and District Boards had separate Sub-Inspec- 
tors. At present all Sub-Inspectors have been brought directly under the contol 
of the District Boards. The schools and pathsalas in municipal areas, however, 
still continue to be maintained partly by the Municipalities and partly by the 
Government. If this money is made over to the District Boards and all muni- 
cipal schools and pathsalas are brought under their control, the management of 
district education will be centralised and educational affairs will be likely to 
become better and more efficiently managed. This proposed change is also 
likely to lighten the work of the Inspectors and Assistant Inspectors, and enable 
them to devote more time to school inspection. 

(4) Promotion is very slow and uncertain in the Education Department. 
In common with all men, the employés in this Department have their domestic 
wants gradually multiplied. But corresponding to the increase of wants there 
is no increase of pay. Consequently the educational officers are discontented. 
servants and inefficient workers. Sub-Inspectors of Schools, beginning with 
apay of Rs. 50 a month, have often to stick to that pay for 10 or 12 years. 
Formerly there were one hundred posts of Sub-Inspectors of Schools with a pay 
of Rs. 50 to Rs. 75. The number has now been reduced to 50. Of 200 Sub- 
Inspectors there are only 31 in the sixth and 21 in the seventh grade. The 
remaining 148 occupy posts outside the graded list. The entrance to the 
graded list should be made much more easy than at present. It is barred 
not only by the paucity of the graded posts, but also by the fact that many 
educational officers who ought to have been pensioned off long ago have been 
granted extension of service. In the Public Works Department the Govern- 
ment compels officers to retire only afier a service of 16 or 17 years. In the 
Education Department, however, officers are allowed to work even after 
a service of 30 years. ‘The inclusion of teaching as well as inspecting officers 
in one and the same grade also acts as a bar to the promotion of the latter. 
When a vacancy occurs in a school or college, it is not always possible or desirable 
to fill it up by promotion from the lower grade, and the Director of Public 
Instruction has to appoint a distinguished graduate on a large pay to fill up the 
vacancy. The result is that the few vacancies that occur in the hiahee grades 
from time to time are filled up by new men, and the officers serving in the lower 
grade lose the chance of promotion. This undesirable result can be prevented 
by separating the grades of imspecting officers from the grades of teaching 
officers. 

(5) Different methods are followed in different circles in the appointment 
of Deputy Inspectors. In some circles experienced Sub-Inspectors and in others 
experienced teachers are appointed to Deputy Inspectorships. It is uot, 
however, desirable that different methods should be followed in different circles 
in making appointments when they are all under the control of the same 
Director of Public Instruction. When Dr. Martin was the Officiating Director 
of Public Instruction, he clearly stated that it was not desirable that in appoint- 
ing Deputy Inspectors preference should be given to raw graduates rather than 
to experienced Sub-Inspectors, Thisis no doubt the reason why the Bengal 
Government in its letter No. 1591 of the 11th April asked the Director of Public 
Instruction to include at least 25 Sub-Inspectors appointed by the District 
Boards in the graded list. It isa pity that, notwithstanding this clear statement, 
teachers should be preferred to Sub-Inspectors when Deputy Inspectors are 
appointed. ao | 

(6) It isstrange that while seventeen Sub-Inspectors are serving in the sixth 
grade on a pay of one hundred rupees a month, teachers and clerks who were 
formerly serving in a lower grade have been promoted over their heads and 
are drawing a larger pay. This is, to say the least, great injustice to the 
Sub-Inspectors, We do not know whether the Government has ordered that 
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Inspectors should never draw a larger pay than one hundred rupees a month, 
bot thie certain that this class of officers will not be encouraged in their work 
if they are denied Deputy Inspectorships and are not at the same time allowed 
to draw a larger pay than one hundred rupees & month. 


SANJIVANI, 25, Babu Haraprasad Sastri in his History of India, 
July 25th, 1896. 


page 190, gives the 
date of the Battle of Plassey as 17th June 1757. 
Babu Haraprasad Sastri's His- 


Babu Nikhilnath Roy, B.A., in a letter published in 
er the same paper, challenges the correctness of this 
date. He quotes Ives, Orme and the writer of Siyar Mutuksharin and other 
Musalman writers to show that the date was 23rd and not 17th June. Ina 
map of Kasimbazar by Major Rennell, there is a plan of the battle field of 
Plassey, and against this is written ‘June 23rd,” which means that the battle 
was fought on that date, That 23rd June was the date of the Battle of Plassey 
is also proved by the letter of Sirajuddaula to Admiral Watson. Will Babu 
Haraprasad Sastri quote the authority on which his date is based? Pandit 
Haraprasad also gives the date of the conquest of Bengal by Bakhtiyar Khiliji 
as 1199 instead of 1203. The Sastri has no doubt Blochmann for his authority. 
But the date of the Musalman conquest of Bengal has not yet been definitely 
ascertained. According to Dr. Mitra it is somewhere between 1195 and 


1204. 
Mi 1B --SUDHAKAR, 26. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 25th July says that the lower storey of 
July 25th, 1896, the Madrassa Hostelis perfectly uninhabitable, while 
ihe Madrasa hostel in Cal- the rooms in the upper storey are too small and ill- 


ventilated to maintain the dwellers in health. It 
is not therefore very likely that any student will be willing to secure quarters 
in them for monthly payments of 2 and 33 rupees respectively. Students can 
secure much better accommodation elsewhere at cheaper rates. If Dr. Heernle 
at all thought it necessary to erect a building for the residence of the students 
of the Madrassa, he ought to have erected one that would have been habitable. 
Dr. Heernle may make answer that he could not build a better house for want 
of pecuniary assistance from the Musalman community. The reply to this 
must be that the Musalman community did not feel it necessary to have a hostel 
seeing that the Madrassa College building had already accommodation 
for 86 students. The erection of a hostel was therefore only a hobby of 
Dr. Hoernle, for which, however, only the Muhammadan community, and not 
the Doctor, must suffer. For the money which has been spent upon this build- 
ing would have immensely benefited them if it had been spent upon the 
improvement of the Madrassa. 

It is said that Dr. Heernle means to oust from the College building all 
students who now live in it. His reason for this proceeding is that as the 
number of students in the Madrassa has increased it is necessary to have addi- 
tional classes and therefore additional room. As a matter of fact, however, the 
number of students in the Madrassa is decreasing instead of increasing. The 
number was 1,319 in 1892, 1,316 in 1893, 1,117 in 1894, and only 957 in 1895. 
Again, as the students of the College classes are now taught in the Presidency 
College, four additional rooms have become vacant. It is not therefore easy 

1 to see why Dr. Heernle feels wanting for space. The hostel building has 
rie accommodation for only 92 students, that is tosay, only 6 more than the number 

a | who were already living in the College building, and these additional 6 could be 

accommodated in the College building now that the College classes are removed. 

Why should the Superintendent of the Madrassa be also allowed to occupy three 

rooms and why should the Assistant Superintendent be allowed a room for his 

residence ? The Superintendent should not have more than one room. But 

Dr, Heernle is leading the Musalman community, as it were, by the nose, and 
eer too, 18 disposed to take for gospel truth everything that he 

ys. 

Darnte-o-SAMACHAR 27. The Sa ates eoeeae s the 26th July is glad to gee 
July 27th, 1896. ies Shea stand that the Lieutenant-Governor has been kin 
Rajshah: i a ay —— to cancel the order of the Director of co 

nstruction punishing the students of the Rajshaht 

that the ashe arene of their Puja holidays. The writer does not think 


d the Principal of the Rajshahi College properly 
Rajshahi students’ case. e cannot also say that 


( 743 } 


the punishment inflicted by the court on some of the students was justified 
the circumstances of the case. But let bygones be bygones, Let the 
students thank the Lieutenant-Governor for his kindness. No one would like 
to see the Indian students grow unruly and undisciplined. But it is a sad truth 
that the unruliness and want of discipline found in Indian students have been, 
so to speak, imported into this country from England along with English 
education. English students are notorious for their unruly behaviour. They 
lay pranks at the cost of oe and cab-drivers and they are so unspeak- 
ably bad that no respectable family in England would venture to live in the 
vicinity of a College. 

28. The Dacca Gazette of the 27th July is not satisfied with the official 
reply to the interpellation in the Bengal Legislative 
Council regarding the multiplicity of text-books 
for the vernacular and University examinations. 
There can be no doubt that the boys of the vernacular and middle English 
schools have to bear a heavy burden of books en their back. Boys of four and 
five get themselves admitted into the primary pathsalas and have to complete 
their study there at the age of eight or ten years. At the age of 12 or 18 they 
get themselves admitted into the middle English schools, where they are 
burdened with a multiplicity of books ona multiplicity of subjects. The 
Government argues that if the courses for the vernacular examinations had been 
really so stiff as they are represented to be, there would not have been a 
gradual rise in the number of candidates for those examinations. ‘lhis argu- 
ment is ridiculous in the extreme. The increase in the number of the candi- 
dates for these examinations is due partly to the growth of population and 
partly to the fact that the passing of an examination has become an indispen- 
sable requisite for entrance into service, however poorly paid it may be. 
Fathers are, therefore, compelled to send their boys to schools at the cost of 
their health and spend more upon their education than that education is ever 
likely afterwards to bring to their recipients. 

29. Mr. LeFeuvre, observes the Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrita of the 29th 

: July, passed the B.A. examination of the Calcutta 
pone oeuvre, Assistant In- University in 1888 with great difficulty. But he 
— bene is already the Assistant Inspector of Schools, 
Rajshahi. He has been promoted over the heads of twenty-three or twenty- 
four able and experienced officers who are his seniors. He has big folks to back 
him, and it must, therefore, be taken for granted that he is an able and learned 
man. 


Multiplicity of text-books in 
Bengal. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


30. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 2ist July writes as follows :-— 

' It is a costly affair to live under a civilised 

The proposed taxation for water- Government. Modern civilisation is measured by 

™PPy- wealth. The richer a man the more civilised he is 

considered in these days. It is growing more and more difficult for us to live 

under the civilised British Government and make our two ends meet with toler- 
able ease and smoothness. oe. 

Those who earn handsomely in this country generally spend their money 
like spendthrifts. They suave nothing, and a large portion of their money is 
spent in keeping up appearances. It is wasted on servants and dress and 
equipage. So, when they die, they leave behind them families of beggars. 
Even for these apparently well-to-do people it is often very difficult to pay a 
multiplicity of taxes. The less is said of the poor people the better. 

The Lisatenant-Governos advises us to levy taxes for the improvement of 
water-supply in the mufassal. His Honour’s motive 18 no doubt highly com- 
mendable. But the people cannot afford to pay any more taxes. They have 
been impoverished by paying the taxes already in existence. Last year many 
landlords had to sell their ornaments and movables to pay the land revenue. 
It is impossible to levy fresh taxes from the impoverished and indebted people. 
But, then, we live under a civilised Government and we must pay taxes 
whether we eat or starve. We are certainly not fit to live under a civilised 


Government. 


Dacca GAZETTE, 
July 27th, 1896. 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


July 29th, 1896. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI, — 


July 2st, 1996. 
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31. The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 22nd July objects to the arrange. 
: ment under which the assessment of taxes in ong 
Assessment in the Berhampore 4.4 of the Berhampore Municipality was | 
Municipality. : o %s y ately 
made by the Commissioner of another ward. Thi, 
was probably done to avoid friction, But if the work of one ward can be 
satisfactorily done by the Commissioner for another, what is the good of the 
representative system in municipalities at all? : 
Objections to assessments are being heard by a body of three Commissioners 
But these Commissioners cannot meet together every day and dates are not 
fixed for hearing objections. The whole body of objectors have therefore to 
dance attendance from day to day. Some who left off attending after a few 
days have had their objections dismissed because they were not present when 
their cases were taken up. It seems as if this arrangement was purposely 
adopted to nullify objections. 
32. The Sulabh Dainik of the 24th July complains that the conduct of both 
ti sities alk tie, ieiaaas the Chairman and the Engineer of the Calcutta Muni- 
ot the Caleutia Masidality. cipality shows that they are not friends of Local 
Self-Government. Let Mr. Williams remember 
the cases of Hogg, Beverley, and Harrison. If he does not work in harmon 
with the native Commissioners he will not have to remain long in his post. It 
is to be hoped that the rumour against Mr. Williams will prove unfounded. 
33. The Bangavasi of the 25th July observes that the imposition of any 
aay nono eC tax for water-supply will be an act of oppression. 
— cee To tell the truth, your District Boards, your Local 
Boards, your Union Committees are in no sense popular institutions. They 
are not representative bodies, they are not independent of official influence. 
Any tax they may impose is most likely to be of an oppressive nature. 
Those who have the good of the country at heart will never support the pro- 
posal of taxation. Raja Sib Chandra Banerji, however, is on the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s side. His Honour well said that it was for his political insight that 
the title was conferred on him. Raja Sib Chandra is certainly on his way to 
a Maharajaship. | 
34. The Sanjivani of the 25th July has the following :-— 


i his ii It is very rare to come across a ruler more 
water-supply scheme. sympathetic and more mindful of the interests of 


the people than Sir Alexander Mackenzie. He has 
given proof of his solicitude for the people’s welfare by proposing an excellent 
scheme for the improvement of village sanitation in Bengal. But this scheme, 
associated as it is with a proposal of taxation, has evoked opposition in some 
quarters. ‘Those who object to the scheme are, however, very little acquainted 
with the state of affairs in the mufassal. ‘There are people who are upset by 
the very name of taxation, and it is these men that have stubbornly set their 
face against the Lieutenant-Governor’s water-supply scheme. Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie has said that he would be obliged to withdraw his proposal if he 
cannot carry enlightened public opinion with him in reforms of this nature. 
It is a pity that most of our men of light and leading who pose as the represen- 
tatives of the pocgie are quite ignorant of the wants and grievances of the 
mutassal people, They think that they will earn the gratitude of the public 
by protesting against any and every measure of taxation. 


e salient points in the Lieutenant-Governor’s water-supply scheme are 
these :— 


(1) Village Union Committees should be created because the District and 


Local Boards are not enough for the purpose of improving 
village sanitation. , ue » . 


(2) None but village people shall be entitled to seats in these committees. 


(3) They i have the power to impose taxes only if they think that 
village water-supply cannot be improved without the imposition 
of such taxes. 


(4) The revenue derived from such taxes s 
improvement of water-sy 


l 
5) It shall | ‘ba 
(5) It s a ; ae Beer at the 2 of the Village Union Com- 


teghaca Ose or not to impose a ¢ { thi The 
Dist p p ax of this nature. Th 
rict Magistrate or any other official shall have no voice 12 


hall be spent only on the 
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the imposition of the tax. From all this it is quite clear that 
the Government is not going to force a tax on the people, but 
that the proposed taxation will be permissive in the truest sense 
of the word. We, therefore, ask all public bodies and associa- 
tions, who really have the welfare of the people at heart, to unite 
in supporting the Lieutenant-Governor’s water-supply scheme. 
It is our firm conviction that the village people will support the 
scheme with all their heart if they are once made to understand 
its nature and scope, We publish the following letters with 
the object of letting the Government know that intelligent 
village people are already expressing themselves in favour of 
the proposed water-supply scheme. 

Babu Ram Kumar Basu, a distinguished Mukhtar in Rangpur, writes as 

follows :— 

Sir, 

Our new Lieutenant-\(jovernor has put forth a scheme for the 
consideration of the officials and public bodies, in which he proposes to extend 
the scope of Local Self-Government by creating Village Union Committees 
for the purpose of improving village sanitation and water-supply. These 
Committees are to be empowered to levy taxes on marriage, musical processions 
and wheeled conveyances. Some short-sighted people are opposing the scheme 
on the score of its embracing a proposal of taxation. This is a great pity. 
Thousands are dying from want of pure drinkable water and a deterioration 
of village sanitation. ‘Those, therefore, who find fault with the noble motive 


of the Lieutenant-Governor are not certainly wise men. People in this country - 


waste their money in nauiches, barayaris, jatras, races, circuses, fireworks and 
other frivolous amusements. Can they not pay a fraction of the money they 
thus misspend in the shape of taxes? We pay the road and public works 
cesses. Will it be too much for us to pay a small tax for the purpose of 
improving village sanitation and water-supply and thereby saving hundreds and 
thousands from untimely death? There can be no doubt that the village 
people will heartily suppport the proposed water-supply scheme. 

The mufassal people are in the habit of assuming titles of Rai, Chaudhuri 
and Rai Chaudhuri whenever they acquire some landed property. They will 
not object to the Government levying something from them in the shape of a 
nazur in recognition of their self-assumed titles. 

Babu Bipin Bihari Kundu of Haripur in the Dinajpur district writes as 
follows :— 

Disease is always rampant in our villages. Village sanitation is in a 
miserable plight. The disease-ridden village people are a living testimony to the 
truth of the Hindu Sasétrakar’s saying that ‘‘ the body is the tabernacle of disease ” 


Cuma aifyttyn’! Want of good water is at the root of the deterioration 


of village sanitation. Are not there men in the villages possessed of means to 
improve the water-supply ? Certainly there are. But they are more disposed 
to waste hundreds of rupees on frivolous amusements than to spend a pice on 
works of public utility. The Lieutenant-Governor’s water-supply scheme, if 
carried into effect, will confer a real boon on the village people. To oppose a 
benevolent scheme like this is utter foolishness and narrow-mindedness, pure 
and simple. Nothing in this world can be perfectly faultless. The proposed 
scheme has its faults, but the benefit which it is likely to confer on the village 
peeple is sure to far outweigh the small hardship that it may inflict on them in 
the shape of a tax. Ye so-called representatives of the people if you once 
come out of your palatial buildings in the metropolis and enter the pestilential 
dens of the village people, and look at the living skeletons which dwell in 
them, you will get an idea of the deterioration of village sanitation; and you 
will then have perforce to change your opinion of the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
water-supply scheme. 


(g)—Railways and communications, including canals and trrigation. 


35. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 20th July says that the 

A » offce at Proposed opening of a branch telegraph office at 
sa tae ee dis- Rantceh in the Mymensingh district will lead to 
trict. the decline of the telegraph office at Tangail, for 


GHARU MIHIR, 
July 20th, 1896. 
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Santosh is one of the four places from which the majority of message sare 
received by that office, and the other three places are situated close to Santosh, 
If a post office, too, is to be established along with a telegraph office at Santosh, 
the neighbouring post offices of Kagmari and Sankrail will suffer. 
36. The Hitavadi of the 24th July learns from a correspondent writing 
from Meerut that on the 10th July last a ticket- 
collector named Masid Khan awoke him as well 
as a gentleman in the next compartment named Babu Rajkumar Singh at 2 
a.m. at the ‘Tandula station by striking them on the head with the key of the 
railway carriages in order to examine their tickets. On Babu Rajkumar’s 
protesting against this conduct, the ticket-collector rebuked him and vaunted 
that he was a favourite of the General Traffic Manager, and that when he was 
once dismissed by Mr. Macpherson, his patron, the ‘Traffic Manager, soon restored 
him to his post and rebuked Mr. Macpherson. The railway authorities should 
enquire into the matter and properly punish the ticket-collector if he really 
did as he is reported to have done. 


37. A correspondent of the same paper says that the want of a platform 
os a = the Kalipahar station between Raniganj and 
Kalipa respi aga at the Asansol is a source of serious inconvenience to 


passengers, especially to female passengers, 
38. A correspondent of the Bangavasi of the 25th July complains that 


— : the carriages on the Bengal Provincial Railway 

The Bengal Provincial Railway. being open, passengers have to suffer great incon- 

venience, especially during the rainy season. The other day several passengers 
on this railway got drenched near the Halusai station. : 

39. In continuation of what he wrote on the subject in a previous issue 


of the Sanjivani (vide Report on Native Papers for 

Complaints in connection with week ending 18th July 1896, paragraph 29), Asit 

alle g-veet Pala. the Bastern Chandra Chaudhuri has the following in the Sanji- 

vani of the 25th July suggesting remedies in view of 

the complaints made in connection with the Sealdah station of the Eastern 
Bengal State Railway :— 


(1) 'The number of ticket stalls should be increased. There should be 
at least two stalls for each branch for the sale of third class tickets. 


(2) Third class tickets should be issued at least one hour and-a-half 
before train time. 

(3) Third class and intermediate class luggages should be booked in 
different places. There are now two weighing machines for the two classes. 
A man should be appointed to work the weighing machine for the intermediate 
class. ‘The number of booking clerks shou!'d also be increased. 

(4) Luggages and tickets should be examined at two or three gates to 
prevent rush of passengers, If proper arrangements are made for the booking 
of luggages few passengers will try to carry them without paying for them. 

__ (5) If it is desirable to prevent people from going to the platform 
without a ticket, platform tickets should be issued for people who may like to 
accompany their friends and relatives to the platform to see them off. This 


prectics of issuing platform tickets is in force in some railway stations in the 
orth- Western Provinces. 


A railway complaint. 


40. The Charu Mihir of the 20th July has the following :— 
wanes yaar Who knows for what sin it is that the peor of 
ulinquennial se e ° ‘ 
affecting th 4 “reo = bane Bengal are suffering from a scarcity of food and 
Government. water : 


A famine like that which occurred in 


1176B.8. does not visit the country every year; 


or Bengal would have been by this time a deswlate wilderness. After the 
experience of the last few months 


there is no need of calling attention to the 
fact that scarcity of food and water prevails all over the province. In his 
om of a — of 1176B.S. Lord Macaulay has remarked in reference to 
sce ra Ms p Hob iga & W uised Government finds itself powerless to 

at result a bad and corrupt administration. The 
remark was no 


ell orga 
from 
doubt prompted 


ineligh ev: 1. Prompted by Macaulay’s thorough conviction that the 
my rh hee 7 oe was perfect. But we oa not sure whether the 
been sechens aod hes d not ave coniessed to a feeling of shame if he had now 
card on the one hand the high praise bestowed on English 
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administration in the nineteenth century and the wails of a population afflicted 
with a food and water famine on the other. The financial condition of the 
Bengal Government is not certainly such as can bring any glory to British 
rule. 
Was it in reference to this helpless condition of Bengal that Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie spoke of her in the India Council as the weak provincial sheep? As 
regards the quinquennial contracts the condition of Bengal is in no respect 
better than that.of a helpless sheep. The provincial sheep is close clipped and 
shorn of its wool and turned out to shiver till its fleece grows again. ‘The cruel 
owner again makes his appearance and repeats the operation, leaving the animal 
to its fate. The increase of revenues effected by the Bengal Government in five 

ears is annexed by the Supreme Government at the time of revision. The 
result is that the people suffer from scarcity of food and water, and the only 
alternative that is left to the Provincial Government is to impose a new tax to 
meet its expenses. 

In the administration of its finances the Provincial Government has become 
quite helpless. T'o superficial observers the Government of India appears to be 
responsible for this. In one of his financial circulars to the Provincial Govern- 
ments Lord Dufferin laid down the principle that every pice of the revenues 
belonged to the Supreme Government whose requirements were more pressing 
and important than those of any provincial or local administration, and that the 
latter could not expect a single pice of the public funds to be made available 
for their expenditure until those requirements had been fully met. The 
Supreme Government is, in its turn, being fleeced by the Secretary of State for 
India. But for this India would not have now been made to pay the expenses 
of the Suakin contingent in disregard of the protests of the Viceroy and his 
Council. The fact is, the British administration of India is based on a policy 
which implies and involves a fearful draining away of the country’s revenues, 
and wars and expeditions are only occasions on which that policy becomes pro- 
minently manifest. What is the good of the Bengal Government throwing all 
blame on the Supreme Government? The latter will in its turn shift the 
responsibility on to the shoulders of the Secretary of State. As for the last- 
mentioned authority, he has plenty of men to share his responsibility. Rivers 
and tanks are emptied of their water and dry up when the sea draws the whole 
supply to itself. It is the sea of wasteful expenditure that is impoverishing 
India by drawing to itself the whole of her resources. There are a hundred 
causes which have operated to bring about the present degradation of Bengal, 
and Bengalis will have some day to atone for their indolence and indifference. 
But who is there to remove the sufferings of this sheepish and helpless people 
caused by this draining policy of the British Government? Will the feeble 
protest of the National Congress ever succeed in checking the extravagant 
expenditure of the Indian Government? 

41. The Bangavasi of the 25th July has the following :— 

Those who pose as the representatives of 
the people and pretend to acquaint the officials with 
their wants and grievances do not or cannot faithfully interpret their feelings 
and opinions. The flattering addresses with which they welcome the officials 
are pervaded throughout by a tone pitched in the key suggested to them by 
their western training and education. What is represented in these addresses 
as the wants and grievances of the people may be acceptable to the officials 
and may fall in exactly with the line and tendency of their thought, but they 
are not the real wants and grievances of the people. 

Let us illustrate. The Lieutenant-Governor is out on tour. He has 
already visited many important towns and, as usual, has been presented 
with addresses. Many things have been said in these addresses, but they are 
studiously silent about one thing which is an eternal topic with the masses of 
the Indian people. This thing—this eternal topic is, scarcity of food. But 
the addresses have nothing to say about that, they suggest no remedies for 
that, On the other hand, they are full of such oe as the Dufferin Hospi- 
tal and technical education—topics, dear and near to the European 
official’s heart. In his eye the two things needed for the promotion of the 
welfare of this country are zanana hospitals and technical education. What 
4 mistake! Female hospitals may be good enough for western women who 


Official tours—a failure. 


BANGAVASI, 
July 25th, 1896. 
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iberty to appear in public and do anything they please; but they are 
con +s Siatoes te the Seaien of India where the zanana system preyailg 
and where woman will never go out of the four walls of her house, In the 
same way technical education-—promiscuous technical education, that is, is not 
good for Hindu society in which the caste system is a dominant factor and 
in which men’s callings have been fixed, once for all, and have become stereo- 
typed—where, in short, everybody is not allowed to do ever kind of work. 
The European cannot understand why a. high caste Hindu will not hold 4 
hammer. And will the blacksmith’s own son, whom the varnish of English 
education has turned into a fashionable gentleman, submit to your technical 
training and stoop so low as to handle the hammer? Will technical. education 
bring food to hungry mouths? You have destroyed our arts and manufac- 
tures. The seats of technical training are no more, and the occupations of 


our blacksmiths and potters, weavers and carpenters are gone. You have 


destroyed the demand for indigenous arts and manufactures and what will 
ical education do ? 

ae are few officials who understand that the poverty of the Indian 
people is due to the dying out of the indigenous arts and manufactures, there 
are few patriots who have ever tried to acquaint the European officials with this 
all-important fact. There are many European officials in Dacca and man 
officials visit that town; but how many of them have ever tried to realise the 
fact that the destruction of the muslin industry has thrown hundreds of Weavers 
in that town out of employment? How many patriots have ever tried to 
bring that fact to their notice? Official tours, then, are 4 failure, partly 
because the officials cannot know the real wants and grievances of the people, 
and partly because the so-called patriots fail to acquaint the officials with the 
true state of affairs in the country. 


IIJ.—L&EGIsLATIVE. 


42. The Charu Mihir of the 20th July says that the replies to many of the 


oo important questions put at the meeting of the 
ae ee & the Bengal Council on the 11th July last were too short 
engal Council. ; ‘ ° 

and incomplete. The Council seems to be losing 

atience with the interpellators. The papers relating to the case of 

fr. Hallward should have been laid on the table, in order to enable people 
to see how Government has dealt with an offending European professor. 


43. The Mitavadi of the 24th July says that the Indian Daily News was 


| | challenged to name the Counsel who had informed 
Ri. 3 ae a ee Pa ™ him that an interpellation could be got made in 
the Legislative Councils. ~Ss the Council for a payment of Rs. 50. But it holds 


its silence, thinking discretion to be the better part 
of valour. Everybody will see malice and meanness in that paper if it 
cannot give the name of its informant. 


44. The Pratikar of the 24th July says that Government has proposed a 


| supplementary Act to the Public Demands Recovery 
PR Biss Rega Recovery Act probably because it finds itself unable to 


ee ne _ oppress people as it could wish with the help of the 
existing law. It is impossible to give an adequate idea of the oppression which 
people have had t 


id to suffer since the existing Act was passed. A certificate 
under that Act is as efficacious asa Civil Court decree, but the law does not 
allow the same facilities for making objections against such certificates as it 


does in the matter of making appeals against Civil Court decrees, It does not 


also allow costs to successful objectors as it does t f ts against 
Civil Court decrees. While th J s to successful appellants ag 


ae € proposed law does not he defects of 


rigour, 
45. Referring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s praise of the Maharaja of 


The Maharaja 2D te a idhour ag an able and independent member of the 
Bengal Council. Bengal Legislative Council, the Sanjivani of the 


2oth July observes that the Maharaja has up to 
abilit 


this ¢; ’ 
is time given no proofs of y, and no one knows that he has yet opened 


his mouth in the Counci] 


ot + on es 
Bay 
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46. Referring to the Jndian Daily News’ insinuation that there are Native 


Members of the Legislative Councils who would 
The Indian Daily News slander- 


t any interpellation about an biect th 

M pu > p y subject on the 

op Pi sil ganat __ oe of a fee of Rs, 50, the same paper writes 
as follows :— 


The Indian Daily News is notorious for his antipathy towards the Bengalis. 
But the serious charge brought by him against the Native Members of the 
Legislative Council should not be allowed to go unnoticed. If the Editor has a 
spark of courage, let him not throw the dart in the dark, but let him come 
forward and name the Native Members of the Council who are in the habit of 
taking bribes. If he fails to name any members he should be taught a sound 
lesson. ‘T'he Native Members of the Council are all men of unquestionable 
integrity ; they are representatives of the people, and we have full confidence in 
them. They should not tolerate the insinuation against them and they should 
justify their character in the eye of the public. 


47. The Chinsura Vartavahe of the 26th July asks Sir Alexander Macken- 


: _ ale to follow the example of the Bombay Govern- 

Pe dal against rain-gambling in ment and pass a law against the practice of rain- 

gambling in Calcutta, which is a stain upon British 

rule. Ifa law against rain-gambling does not interfere with horse-racing in 
Bombay, why should it interfere with that practice in Calcutta? 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


48. A pandit writes as follows in the Charu Mihir of the 20th July :— 
: Famines occurred in the country in the past, 
The question of chronic food yt not simultaneously in all places, nor were they 
scarcity. ° . ° 
chronic. They made their appearance but rarely 
and at long intervals. In those days the number of religious Hindus was very 
large. ‘The Brahmans took one meal in the day, so that, one meal per Brahman 
having been saved every day, a thousand Brahmans spared one meal for 365,000 
persons in one year. ‘There were again the two ekadasi fasts in a month and 
other fasting days. Many performed the chdiurmasya or the four months’ vow. 
But though half meals and starvation are the order of the day now, there is 
famine in the country always. Tho correspondent adds:—There is always 
famine in all parts of the country and distress is ever on the increase. Many 
attribute this to foreign trade. Rice is exported from the country and not 
imported into it, The number of consumers has increased. ‘The census shows 
the rate at which the population increases every year, ‘The children of agri- 
culturists do not take to cultivation until after the tenth year, but they begin 
to take rice as soon as they are three yearsold. The great majority of the 
pupils of the village pathsalas and schools are peasants’ sons. Whatever 
learning they acquire in these schools, they spend much money on their dress. 
Agriculture is being gradually forsaken as a calling. With their education 
these boys are also acquiring a love of litigation, Jute cultivation is in 
reat favour. Three-fourths of the land is under jute, the remaining one- 
fourth only being given to rice. Great attention is paid to jute lands. The 
editor does not believe that the increase of jute cultivation in the country has 
much to do with the prevailing prices of rice. Compared with the area which 
is under rice, wheat and other food-grain crops, the area under jute is very 
small. Again, if the jute area were made over to the food-crops, the only 
result would be an increase of the export of food-grains. The fact is, that 
unless you can put a stop to exportation scarcity of food in the country will not 
be removed even by the whole stock of food-grains produced in India. We 
cannot do without exporting from the country a quantity of food-grains 
commensurate with the quantity of piece-goods, &c., we have to import from 
foreign countries. Under these circumstances, the commodity which would 
serve to purchase and bring more foreign wealth into the country should for 
purposes of export be preferred to that which would bring in less. And jute 


being higher priced than rice, it would be a loss to convert jute land into rice 
land. We must continue to export food-grains until we can produce in the 
country all our necessary articles. Thanks to free trade, such export can 


be expected to diminish only when there has been an improvement of our 
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manufacturing industries. Until that result is attained, it is idle to think of 
ae removing the chronic scarcity of food which afflicts the people. 
BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 49. The Burdwan Sajivani of the 21st July says that the prospects of crops 
a July 22st, 1896. 7 in the Burdwan district are not hopeful, say what the 
an Crops in Burdwan. official report may. Want of rain is being felt ag 
keenly as it was last year. In Jamalpur thana those who have been able to 
take advantage of the canal water have been able to bring their lands under 
cultivation, but those who have to depend upon rain water are in a sad plight, 
In Khandghosh thana rain 1s ed wanted, and if it is not had within a few days 
a large area of cultivable land will remain fallow. In Burdwan thana the places 
near Burdwan town are fortunate enough to have had half their lands well nigh 
under cultivation. If they can tide over the difficulties at the end of the sea on 
they can count upon a bumper harvest. In Satgachia thana the prospects of 
crops are hopeful only in the places which have been able to use the canal and 
the Bauka water. So far as is known at present the =. of crops are not 
very hopeful in Sahibganj, Ketugram, Mangalkot, Katwa and Kaina. The 
prospects of aus crops, however, are not bad in these places. In Burdwan 
coarse rice is selling at kunchi 16 seers per rupee, and unhusked rice at 6 
pasuris (1 pasuri == 65 seers) and 1 seer per rupee. If the rains fail, the 
rospects of the rice crops will be very gloomy, and there will be scarcity in 
Bur wan, and many will be likely to die of starvation. ‘The stock of existing 
rice is small, and a large portion of even this small stock is likely to be exported 
from this country. The Government, however, will not stop this export of 
grain as that will interfere with ‘‘free trade.” The people are sure to suffer. 
MinM-0-SUDHAKAR, 50. A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 25th July says that 
oe Distress in the Khulna district,  ©XtTeme distress prevails in thanas Kaliganj and 
menses EDS INSSSES”~ Kaguni in the Khulna district. Two of the local 
zamindars, Babu Jatindranath Chaudhuri of Taki and Babu Girijanath Roy of 
Satkhira, are generously helping their distressed raiyats with loans. But the 
brothers Harimohan Roy and Piyarimohan Roy, grandsons of the famous 
Raja Rammohan Roy, far from helping their raiyats in any way, are recover- 
ing arrears of rent from them in this time of distress by distraint of goods and 
chattels. ‘These zamindars deserve to be called monsters in human shape for 
their heartless conduct towards those who should be to them as dear as their 
own children. 


DAINIR-0-SAMACHAR 51. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 26th July reports that there 


lip near the Bay of 
July 26th, 1896. i i a have been floods in Hatia Sandip near the Bay 


Bengal andin parts of the Noakhali district. Many 
people are in distress and relief is urgently needed. 
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Cuivsora 52, One Akshay Kumar Chatterji, writing in the Chinsura Vartavaha of 
Pay aged | oe the 26th July from Sangrampur within the Polba 
shea os H pee cs Mae My village in the thana in the Hooghly district, says that great dis- 


tress prevails in that village, so that many cannot 
get even one sufficient meal every day. A rigorous realisation of rent by the 
zamindar as well as the imposition of the chaukidari tax against the protests of 
the villagers has made matters worse. The roads in the village are flooded in 
the rainy season, so that people cannot go out and procure food. 


DAINIR-OSAMACHAB o3. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 27th July reports destructive 
sete Shh, ions Diente tn Mies floods in Burdwan. Berugram and other villages 


e are all but destroyed. Hundreds have become 
4 homeless and helpless. Succour is urgently needed. The district authorities 
| should be up and doing. These floods are due to there being no embankment 


on the western bank of the Damodar. The giving way of the dandh at Lakhra 
has done the greatest damage. 
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q ae 54. Tho Murshidabad pr of the 22nd J uly thus welcomes the Lieuten- 
x July 22nd, 1896. Murshidabad’s welcome to the NU-Governor to Murshidabad : — : 

é — — O Lieutenant-Governor, all Murshidabad 
i accords 


you to-day a hearty and respectful welcome. 
a love and respect a thousand times greater than 


i i te It welcomes you to-day with 
* je 49 gistrate. The people of Murshidabad have many 


what it felt for you as its Ma 


| Fer 


wants and grievances, but they are more anxious to see you and show you respect 
than to inform you of their wants and grievances. But you should know that 
they expect something more from you than from other leutenant-Governors, 
not because they count upon your partiality as their former Magistrate, but 
because you know more about the condition of Murshidabad than any other 
Lieutenant-Governor could be expected to know. You may remember how 
Murshidabad was illuminated in 1877 when the Queen assumed the title of 
Empress. ‘I'he people of Murshidabad have now decorated your landing place 
in your honour. You will perhaps regard this as waste of money. But this 
expenditure of money is a mark of devotion to the Empress and her represen- 
tative, and net merely an idle ostentation. Many in Murshidabad were well 
known to you. Some of your old friends have departed this life, but those 
who live are impatient to see your amiable and graceful figure once more. We 
hope that a generous man like you will patiently listen to the grievances of 
Murshidabad and try to remove them. Let your MRhofas approach the 
landing ghat amid a salute of guns, and may your reassuring words be heard 
far and wide like the sound of those guns, 

The wants of Murshidabad are as follows :— 

(1) A railway from Patibona to Katwa, for want of which considerable 
inconvenience 1s experienced by passengers and traders. 

(2) The setting free of the mouth of the Bhagirathi, without which 
Murshidabad will in time be rendered desolate by disease. 

(3) The creation of a subdivision in the east of the district. 

(4) The location of the Civil and Criminal Courts in the same building, 
an arrangement the absence of which proves inconvenient to 
parties, pleaders and amla alike. At present parties have to 
undergo great trouble and expense in bringing pleaders from 
one Court to another, and are unable to make appeals with the 
necessary despatch. 

(5) House connection in water-works, without which the people of 
Murshidabad will not profit much by the supply of filtered 
water. 

55. The Pratikar of the 24th July says thut Sir Alexander Mackenzie's 
giving up his intention of visiting Berhampore at 
the eleventh hour was a grievous disappointment 
to the people of that town, who had made every 
preparation to welcome their Lieutenant-Governor, and the disappoin:ment 
was all the more painful because the Lieutenant-Governor was their former 
popular Magistrate 

56. <A correspondent of the Sanjivant of the 25th July relates a few 
anecdotes about Mr. Bolton, which mark him out 
as one of the most kind and generous officials in 
this country. When Mr. Forbes was the Magistrate of the 24-Parganas he 
ordered the sellers of betel and tobacco in the compound of the Magistrate’s 
Court at Alipore to pay a license tax of five rupeesa year. Shortly after the 
passing of this order Mr. Bolton became the Magistrate of the 24-Parganas 
district, and the sellers of betel and tobacco applied to him for the cancellin 
of his predecessor’s order. Mr. Bolton personally come to the women an 
told them that he had no power to grant their prayer, and when they beseeched 
him to take pity on them and were about to fall prostrate at his feet, he 
gently argued with them and ordered that the tax payable by them might be 
paid in two or three instalments. 

Here is an instance of Mr. Bolton’s uprightness. There was a quarrel 
between the District Superintendent of Police, 24-Parganas, and a Bengali 
Deputy Magistrate about the use of a stable. Mr. Bolton intervened and 
reconciled them and ordered that both of them might use the same stable. 

Bengal is no doubt exceptionally fortunate in having such a good man 
for the Chief Secretary to a good ruler like the present Lieutenant-Governor. 

57. There is one point, observes the Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 

26th July, in the Lieutenant-Governor’s Darbhanga 

The Lieutenant Governor onthe sneech which is very much acceptable to the writer. 
a ner + oe ee His Honour said that he was not very glad to see 
money spent upon a famasha and was still less so when tamashas, were got 
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up for his own glorification. It would be very gratifying to him to see the 
money proposed to be devoted to such a purpose turned away to some more 
useful object. He was gratified by the marks of loyalty shown, but he could 
not tolerate waste of money. ‘l'his was exactly what one expected to hear 
from Sir Alexander Mackenzie, The public ought to profit by his advicg, 
Many wrong or improper acts are often done in making preparations for the 
reception of Governors and other big officials. Oppression also is sometimes 
committed. The Lieutenant-Governor must have found this out. 


ASSAM PAPERS. 


4 


58, The Paridarsak-o-Srihattavasi has the following in English :— 
It is well known to the public as well as to tho 
Police Sub-Inspectorship in JTioeg] Government the reasons which led the 
— Government of Bengal to introduce the system of 
examination for filling in the posts of Sub-Inspectors in Bengal, and they need 
not be recapitulated here. We have no doubt that the system has produced good 
results there. The competition being open to candidates who have passed the 
University Entrance Examination, candidates from this district compete every 
year in the examination. The statistics for the past years show that candidates 
from Sylhet passed every year competing Bengal candidates, some of whom even 
read up to B.A. standard. This speaks highly of the attainments of the Sylhet 
candidates with regard to their intellectual capacity. If the Local Government 
introduces a similar system of examination in Assam, we have every reason to 
believe that better candidates will come forward tocompete for it, as most of the 
passed Entrance students are unwilling to compete in Bengal being required to 
serve, in case of their success in the examination, so far from their home. The 
knowledge in English is indispensably necessary to make mana good Sub-Ins- 
pector, especially when he is required to deal with European officers and to 
conduct criminal cases before European Magistrates. ‘The Sub-Inspectors in 
Bengal begin on Rs. 30, #.¢., they get only Rs. 5 more than what the Ist grade 
head-constable gets in Assam. Our Chief Commissioner, Sir William Ward, 
whose ability as a great indivial and oxecutive administrator is beyond all 
question, will do a great good to the natives of Assam as well as to the Police 
administration, if, before leaving the Province, he introduces a similar examina- 
tion in Assam for filling in a certain number of vacancies annually in the grade 
of Sub-Inspectors and the lst grade head-constables. 
59. ‘The same paper regrets to understand that the members of the 


Tho Kestineiod Lasad Bence Karimganj Local Board have applied to the Chief 

Commissioner of Assam for permission to elect 
Babu Sarat Chandra Mazumdar, Extra Assistant Commissioner, their Chairman, 
and not Mr. Ezekiel. Mr. Ezekiel is an upright gentleman. ‘The Karimgan} 
Local Board has earned a notoriety, and its affairs cannot be set right except 
by a European Chairman. 


60. ‘TThe same paper complains that gundas are rampant in Akhalia, a 
, : suburb of Sylhet town. The other day they 
eins in Akhalia, Sylhet insulted and ill-treated a Brahman gentleman of 


position. The injured man, being a quiet sort of a 
person, pocketed the insult, and did not take the trouble of going to law. It is 


said that some respectable people, including the postmaster of Akhalia, are at the 
head of this band of gundas. That the postmaster of Akhalia is a practised 
lathial was proved in the case of Kudrat Ulla Miah, the pensioned Court Sub- 
Inspector of Sylhet. It is strange that the postal authorities still keep 3 
notorious dathial in their service. They should soon take the post master to 


task and deal with him with a high hand. The Police Inspector should keep & 
sharp eye on the gundas. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’s OFFICE 


The 1st August 1896. 
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